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Tartu as a green city

• Energy and Climate Action Plan 2030

• Among 100 climate neutral cities in Europe by 2030!

• Green Tourism Destination 2020-2023. Achieved Platinum level in 2023.

VISION:
Tartu is a smart community with good energy and a green pioneer.



Mobility in 
Tartu





Public transport strategy (1)



Public transport strategy (2)



Main reasons not to use public transport (survey 
„Tartu ja tartlased 2023“
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• Slower compared to car – 8%

• Uncomfortable – 8%

• Bus network does not match the needs – 5%
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Biogas busses

• Low floor busses

• Climate control system

• Autonomous heating 
system

• Voice announcements 
both indoor and 
outdoor

• Etc



Ticketing system (since July 2019)

• New hardware into all vehicles. New validators in all busses. 

• Contactless bank cards (cEMV) accepted. An hourly e-ticket will 
be sold directly from the validator by tapping EMV bank card. 
From July 2024 it is possible to personalize the bank card for PT 
(period tickets)! 

• Ticketing system applies best price logic – after the 3rd tap on 
the same day a daily ticket is sold

• Benefit for occasional passengers
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Development of Hydrogen 
Valley
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Pilot project planned for 2026-2030
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Testing of self-driving vehicles
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Self-driving vehicles for last-mile?

1 km



Data-based development of bus network
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Implemented since July 2019

Goals were set:

• Decrease in the number of bus lines

• Shorter intervals

• Faster connections

• Limited budget



More than 20 data sets were used to
design the new bus network

Data 
based 

modelling

Development 
plans, legal acts, 
research results 

etc

Mobile positioning data

Demographic data
Ticket validation 

data

Interviews with 
focus groups



Results of data-based modelling

• Passenger waiting time was reduced by 5-20% (depending on 
time of day)

• More bus service on fewer and straighter lines

• Improvements in frequencies of departures

• Timetables with uniform service frequency



Greater Tartu area & service levels

• Tartu County Public 
Transport Centre

• Ltd Eesti Liinirongid -  
Elron

• Private services



Multimodal mobility hubs



Thank you for your 
attention!

Raimond Tamm
Deputy Mayor, Tartu City Government


