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Reykjavik City

• Capital city of Iceland
• 135.000 habitants (of 350.000 total 

populatin in Iceland)
• 246 km2

• Average temperature 0-10°C
• 100% renewable energy (geothermal 

and hydro)
• Used to natural hazards, storms, 

earthquakes and vulcanos
• Main environmental challenge: fossil 

fueled transport, most by private car



Challenges - mitigation



Reykjavik City Climate Action Plan

• SECAP in 2011
• New Climate vision in 2016: to be carbon neutral 2040

• and a Climate action plan for 5 years 2016-2020
• includes both mitigation and adaptation

• New Climate action plan 2021-2025:
• political steering committee
• meetings with stakeholders
• advertising campaign : every one could apply their ideas and actions – 

hundreds of ideas and actions
• The focus: 15 main actions
• The goal is reduction of 300.000 tons CO2 eq until 2030 and 
net zero in 2040



Carbon neutral by 2040

“The vision of Reykjavik is to be carbon-neutral by 2040 
and adapt to climate change in a humane and nature 
based way. Reykjavik supports the goals of the Paris 

agreement to keep global warming within 1.5°C. 
The action plan will be reviewed in 2025 and every five 
years after that in accordance with the Paris Agreement 
of 2015. The results will be evaluated at least yearly.“



Climate neutral – how?



Milestone: 300.000 tonnes by 2030
- transport



REYKJAVIK CAPITAL AREA
EXPECTED GROWTH 2015-2040

70.000
How will we travel?

How should we travel?



135.000 205.000

25 km2 58 km2

1985 2012

URBAN AREA +132 %

POPULATION GROWTH +52 %

POPULATION DENSITY -35 %

PRIVATE CARS +86%

+ 70.000 – Lessons learned



Borgarlína – City Line



Milestone: 300.000 tonnes by 2030
- other sectors





Support actions



Making space for people (not cars)



Making space for people (not cars)

Before After




