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Home Prayers 
August 1, 2021 • Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

(adapted from the Book of Alternative Services, pages 685-679) 
 

If you are praying with one or more others, the service can be divided between the plain and bold text. 
If you are praying by yourself, you can say all of the prayers aloud or silently. 
 
 
The Preparation 
 
O God, you command a light to shine out of darkness. 
Shine in our hearts that we may be as lights in the world 
reflecting the glory of Jesus in our lives. 
God is light and in him is no darkness. 
 
 
A hymn may be sung. 
 
1. For the bread which you have broken, 

for the wine which you have poured, 
for the words which you have spoken, 
now we give you thanks, O Lord.  

2. By these pledges that you love us, 
by your gift of peace restored, 
by your call to realms above us, 
consecrate our lives, O Lord: 

 
3.  in your service, Lord, defend us; 

help us to obey your word; 
in the world to which you send us, 
let your kingdom come, O Lord! 

 
Words: Louis Fitzgerald Benson (1855-1930) 
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The collect of the day may be said. This is a collect for the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost: 
Almighty God, 
your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry 
with the bread of his life 
and the word of his kingdom. 
Renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your true and living bread, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Reading 
 
The Gospel of the day may be read. John 6:24-35 is appointed for Pentecost 10: 
So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into 
the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come 
here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for 
the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that 
God the Father has set his seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works 
of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 
sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and 
believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as 
it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives 
you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ 
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 
whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 
Following the reading you may contemplate in silence, or discuss the scripture passage with others, or 
read a related work of literature. 
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Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
Intercessions 
 
Prayers may be offered for the church, those in authority, the world, those in need, and the departed. 
 
Jesus, bread of the world, receive our prayers for all your people: for those who hunger for 
freedom, for justice, for release from poverty and disease; for all who struggle for the peace 
and welfare of the world. When we are greedy and take what is not ours, when we stockpile 
food while others starve, put a right spirit within us, that we may share with justice the 
resources of the earth and feed your hungry people. 
Jesus, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Jesus, food of pilgrims, receive our prayers for your body, the church: for all who hunger to 
know your forgiveness and love; for all teachers and pastors and all who bring your good 
news to others. When we preach a message that neither satisfies nor disturbs, when our 
divisions and discord make your gospel hard to hear, empower your church anew, that we 
may be strengthened for ministry and feed your hungry people. 
Jesus, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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Jesus, true and living bread, receive our prayers for our communities: for those whose daily 
needs for food and shelter are unmet; for those whose longings for recognition and love go 
unsatisfied; for our neighbours, our families, and all whom we hold dear. When we turn away 
from the needs of those around us, when our relationships with others are unforgiving and 
unkind, help us grow into your likeness, that we may bring your love to others and feed your 
hungry people. 
Jesus, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Jesus, bread of life, receive our prayers for all who are in need: for all in anguish, sorrow, 
confusion, or fear; for all who are sick or in pain. When we wander in the desolate places of 
life, when we abandon ourselves to your goodness, fill our emptiness and satisfy our longings; 
make us courageous in adversity and give us compassion for all who suffer, that we may feed 
your hungry people. 
Jesus, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Jesus, bread of heaven, hear our prayers for all who have died: we give you thanks for 
prophets and apostles, for martyrs and evangelists, for the faithful people of this diocese who 
have gone before us. In life, feed us and sustain us, and at our death open the doors of heaven, 
that in the company of all who believe in you, we may be welcomed to your eternal presence. 
Jesus, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions can be offered. 
 
This concluding prayer can then be said: 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go forward with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Conclusion 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen. 


