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Anatomy of the hoof  

Pedel Bone

Long Pastern Bone

Short Pastern Bone  

Navicular Bone

Navicular Bursa

Extensor Tendon

Flexor Tendons

Hoof Wall

Sensitive laminae

Coronary Band

Horny laminae

Sole Bulb

Digital Cushion



Anatomy of the hoof – The Corium

Corium

❑Produces the horn

❑ Located between the hoof bone and the hoof capsule  
– the transition from the living tissue to the horn

❑ Contains small blood vessels and nerves



Anatomy of the hoof

Pedal bone



Functional hoof trimming

Before trimming: 

• Always start with the biggest hoof

• Clean the hooves

• Assessment of hoof angle

• look for abnormalities (BLACK spots/swollen hooves)

When trimming:

• Always start at the tip of the hoof (correct angle)

• Assessment of the thickness via the white line

• Modeling

• Trimming the tip of the toe



Functional hoof trimming

❑ Cut from the bottom and up

❑ Big vs. small hoof



Functional hoof trimming

❑ Correct angle 45-52  ̊



Functional hoof trimming
The yellow angle ”The cheese"



Functional hoof trimming
Heel height



Functional hoof trimming

The white line:

Is a somewhat flexible junction 
between the sole and wall, 
allowing the hoof to be more 
flexible as the animal moves.



Functional hoof trimming
The white line:

Consists of lamellae that hold the hoof capsule and sole horn together



Functional hoof trimming
The white line:

- Used as a guideline for pruning

- Clear and shiny surface – time to stop trimming

- If the lamnella in the white line "rise up", the sole 
has become too thin

Discolouration/deformity - lesions
Hornwall

White line 

Solehorn 



Functional hoof trimming

Thickness of the sole:

❑ The thickness of the sole must be at least 8-10 mm (1 cm)



Functional hoof trimming

Thickness of the sole:



Functional hoof trimming

Modeling of the hoof: 

•No weight at the red dot “typical location of a sole ulcer”

•½ width of the hoof

•½ of the total length

•Approx. 4 mm deep



Functional hoof trimming



Functional hoof trimming
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