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Home Prayers 
April 5, 2020 •  Palm Sunday 

(adapted from the Book of Alternative Services, pages 685-679) 
 

If you are praying with one or more others, the service can be divided between the plain and bold text. 
If you are praying by yourself, you can say all of the prayers aloud or silently. During Holy Week, it is 
fitting that a cross and (if possible) a palm branch be placed near where you will be praying. 
 
 
The Preparation 
 
Hosanna to the Son of David. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Father, your Son Jesus humbled himself and accepted death on a cross for us. Help us to walk 
with him to Calvary and to bring your love to all who suffer, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
A hymn may be sung. This one can go to the tune Winchester New. 
 
1. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Hark! all the tribes hosanna cry; 
O Savior meek, pursue your road 
with palms and scattered garments strowed. 

2. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
O Christ, your triumphs now begin 
o’er captive death and conquered sin. 

 
3. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

The winged squadrons of the sky 
look down with sad and wondering eyes 
to see the approaching sacrifice.  

4. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
Your last and fiercest strife is nigh; 
the Father on his sapphire throne 
expects his own anointed Son. 

 
5. Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 
bow your meek head to mortal pain, 
then take, O God, your power and reign. 
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The collect of the day may be said. This is the collect for Palm Sunday: 
Almighty and everliving God, 
in tender love for all our human race  
you sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ  
to take our flesh and suffer death upon a cruel cross.  
May we follow the example of his great humility,  
and share in the glory of his resurrection;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Reading 
 
The Gospel of the day may be read. Matthew 21:1-11 is appointed for this year’s liturgy of the palms. 

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew: 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 
says anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them 
immediately.’ This took place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 
‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, 
and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds 
were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
 
Following the reading you may contemplate in silence, or discuss the scripture passage with others, or 
read a related work of literature. 
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Intercessions 
 
Prayers may be offered for the church, those in authority, the world, those in need, and the departed. 
You may use the following litany alone or with others: 
 
Let us pray to God, 
who alone makes us dwell in safety: 
 
For forgiveness for the many times we have denied Jesus, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For grace to seek out those habits of sin which mean spiritual death, 
and by prayer and self-discipline to overcome them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all Christian people, 
that through the suffering of disunity 
there may grow a rich union in Christ, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who make laws and regulations, 
interpret them, and administer them, 
that our common life, especially during this pandemic, may be ordered in justice and mercy, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who still make Jerusalem a battleground, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who have the courage and honesty 
to work openly for justice and peace, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those in the darkness and agony of isolation, 
that they may find support and encouragement, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the sick, especially those suffering from COVID-19, 
for health care workers ministering to them, 
for researchers seeking a cure, 
that they be protected, supported, and enlightened, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For those who, weighed down with hardship, failure, or sorrow, 
feel that God is far from them, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For those who are tempted to give up the way of the cross, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we, with those who have died in faith, 
and those whose faith is know unto God alone, 
may find mercy in the day of Christ, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
This prayer can also be said: 
Let us remember before God our selfish ways, the things we have done wrong, the sorrows we 
have caused, and the love we have not shown. 
A moment of silence for reflection is kept, followed by this prayer and an assurance of pardon. 
Most merciful Father, 
forgive us our sins against you and against each other. 
Strengthen us to overcome our weaknesses, 
that we may live in love 
as you would have us live, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
 
This prayer can then be said: 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by 
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go forward with good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love 
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen. 


