Dear friends, I am particularly honoured to be invited to participate in this so important reflection seminar about the future of Patarei and being asked to present Europa Nostra and its mission.

Europa Nostra celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2013  and we represent local, regional and national organisations in the field of cultural heritage on the European Level. 

As the leading European non-governmental organisation we bring together civil society organisations who work actively to safeguard Europe’s cultural heritage, both man-made and natural, tangible and intangible.  

We are the largest network in the field of heritage and represent over 250 non-governmental and non-profit heritage organisations from Ireland  to Ukraine and from here in Estonia  all the way down  to Turkey.

We are particularly happy to have the Estonian Heritage Society as our partner as they are as a non-governmental and non-profit umbrella organisation representing so many Estonian heritage organisations.
We also have 150 associate organisations – universities, cities, public bodies and companies and over 1000 individual members. We represent the Voice of Europe's Cultural heritage and our President probably has the best voice in the world : Maestro Plácido Domingo.

Our European network is a citizens’ movement, and our activities reflect our activist nature:
a) we promote excellence and the power of example through our European Heritage Awards together with the European Union. 
Now... two months ago, Europa Nostra held its Annual Congress in Oslo. The absolute highlight of the Congress was the European Heritage Awards Ceremony on the 11th of June in the famous Nobel Prize Aula, in the presence of around a 600 heritage representatives.

Tibor Navracsics, European Commissioner for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth, and Plácido Domingo, our President presented the awards to 30 winners of the European Union Prize for Cultural Heritage / Europa Nostra Awards 2014 out of 17 countries.
And Estonia has not to be ashame of his presence in the  list of awardwinners. Over the last decade they got not less than six awards or Grand Prix.

Two years ago the Tallinn Sea Plane Harbour was rewarded with the Grand Prix in Category 1 (Conservation) And this year Estonia got again a  Grand Prix winner in Category 4 ( Education, Training and Awareness-Raising) : The programme for Owners of Rural buildings, an initiative of the Estonian open Air Museum.
b) we raise our voice and campaign to save endangered heritage, for instance in our 7 Most Endangered programme together with the European Investment Bank Institute, to help communities to restore and revitalize their heritage sites. It is more than a lucky coincidence that all of you are getting together here   today to brainstorm around the future of Patarei, rightly considered as being endangered, but at the same time a possible future Estonian cultural heritage flagship, next to the neighbouring Seaplane Harbour.
Yesterday I got the opportunity to visit Patarei and was thereby guided by Andrus Willem and Trivime Velliste. I have been  just alike tens of young adult Estonians walking through the endless corridors, imagining what kind of life was possible behind these walls and doors, listening to the voices of the past that were crying for justice,human dignity, freedom and liberty of speech, exploring and discovering a unique testimony of Estonians vitality, history and identity.
   c)  we lobby to put cultural heritage high on the agenda of Brussels and Strasbourg.
The major recent result is the final report we could present in Oslo about ‘Cultural Heritage counts for Europe’. The results of the study, realised in two years time by a European consortium  of researchers and heritage organisations reveal clearly the economic, social , cultural and environmental impact of our cultural heritage. The 10 key findings demonstrate the potential of cultural heritage as a social capital and a strategic resource for creating a more sustainable and more prosperous Europe and   have brought us to 5 explicit strategic policy recommendations. 
Europa Nostra and its members believe that culture and cultural heritage are vital ingredients for the cohesion and the stability of Europe’s society, for the sustainability and prosperity of our economy - especially now in times of crisis, and for a better quality of life and living environment for all Europeans. No matter whether we have ancestors who have lived in Europe for centuries or whether we are “newcomers” to Europe, Cultural heritage belongs to all of us. And it is therefore our joint responsibility to take proper care of it. Only if Europeans of all generations and all backgrounds - ethnic, religious or social - work together can we make sure that our cultural and natural heritage stays vital and relevant and is safeguarded for future generations. And what we need now in full humanitarian crisis is not less Europe but more Europe. That is what is at the heart of our organisation and if you are not a member already, we urge you to do so and join our European family.
