In search of the default Spanish vowel — evidence
from perception

Karolina Bros
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Vowel distribution by speaker
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GENERAL CONCLUSIONS:

Reduced vowels compared to e/a
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EXPERIMENT 2

e Lexicon retrieval (tusoro — 4x tesoro, paluche — 2x peluche, manataner — mantener,

TS perfores — 28x perforas, cumpadre — 4x compadre, apratar — 14x apretar)
e Nonce words indicate a possible bias toward /e/ in some cases, esp. initial/pretonic, absolute
1dentify stress in unfamiliar words final possibly not heard (min. eliciente, preses, demestico, maj. netifico, pesar, apretar,

ds stressed syllable identification not that unheard: desmido, pluche); /e/ as a minority option (possibly lexicon-based)

ation/stress perception discrepancy  Results by context: s s, ch s — /e/? (requires further study), N, N s (nasal contexts — /a/?)
er identified or not perceived (mean 62% e Strong /a/ bias: colonas, perforas, radondo, famando, demandan, peritas, ambutido, saplicar
(apart from possible lexicon retrieval cases)

d vowels /e, o/; pretonic/initial syllable: /e, o, u, a/ e Non-recognition of reduced vowel rare, but confirmed in pretonic & absolute final position
s toward a default default vowel /e/ (70% of the total of

1ied stimuli; vs /a/ 9,7%, /o/ 16%; pres's — /e, o/ presas GENERAL
presos/as 'prisoners')
g does not pose a problem (either perception or identification)

4

H3 not confirmed, word comprehension facts not confirmed, native token data not reliable
(lexicon bias), response times not reliable, no sociolinguistic effects, non-measurable results
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