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Azerbaijan Ornithological Society 
•  AOS was established in March 2, 

1986 
•  Purpose of creation: to promote 

distribution of knowledge about 
birds, their roles in ecosystems 
and to coordinate activity people 
whose love and study birds. 

•  Mission - to promote protection and sustainable 
existence of birds in ecosystems, increase of interest and 
improvement of the relation to birds in a society. 

•  Designaited partner of BirdLife International. 
•  Member of IUCN. 



Azerbaijan Ornithological Society 
     The basic purposes: to 

promote protection, 
study and increase of 
number of birds by 
increase ecological 

education of the 
population; distribution 

of knowledge about birds 
and their role in 

ecosystems and in life of 
the people;  developing 

ecotourism etc. 
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•  Activity 1. Identify potential tourist guides. 

•  Activity 1.2.  Preparation of training kits for tourist 

guides 

•  Activity 1.3. Regular provision of training courses for 

tourist guides on biodiversity, guiding and other 

natural and historical values of the areas  

•  Activity 1.4. Provide English language trainining 





•  Activity 2.1 Initiative launched at meeting in Baku 

with participation of major stakeholders.  21 

November 2006.  

•  Activity 2.2 Visits to all sites and establishment of 

local Working Groups  

•  Activity 2.3 Interim meeting of national experts  

•  Activity 2.4 Consultation with local population  

•  Activity 2.5 Tourist plan presented to Advisory 

boards 

•  Activity 2.6 Launch of local Tourist plan   



Booklet for launch  
of project 



Meeting of advisory Board in Goychay district 
(concern Turianchay SNR around) 



Meeting of Advisory Board in Zagatala 
district 



•  Activity 3.1 Trails and itineraries 

marked and furnished  

•  Activity 3.2 Tourists guides provided 

with equipment  

•  Activity 3.3 Inauguration of the 

structures (partly) 



Posters on Imperial Eagle and Black Stork on tourist 
trail near Turianchay SNR placed with participation and 

support of local community people 



Poster on Vulture’s species placed near 
Turianchay SNR with support and participation 
of local community people and AOS activists  



•  Activity 4.1 Production and dissemination of printed 

material promoting the sites and providing 

information on trails and available structures  

•  Activity 4.2 Multilanguage website established and 

updated regularly to disseminate the information 

produced and results 

•  Activity 4.3 Nature tourism on Azerbaijan launched 

at trade fairs (UK, August 2007) 



Leaflet for tourists on Turianchay SNR 
(English version) 



Information 
about project 
posted on 
website of 
AOS 



AOS on English Bird Fair in August 2007 



•  Activity 5.1 Qualified project team established  
•  Activity 5.2 Preparatory visits undertaken  
•  Activity  5.3 Inception report submitted to the EC  
•  Activity 5.4 Site Advisory Boards established, meets 

regularly  
•  IBPP opening and closing conferences attended 
•  Activity 5.5. IBPP opening and closing conferences 

attended  
•  Activity 5.6 Closing ceremony 
•  Activity 5.7  Project reports prepared on time  
•  Activity 5.8 BirdLife continuously supports AOS and 

visits Azerbaijan regularly to monitor and support 
the project  

•  Activity 5.9 Evaluating the impact of project on 
tourists  

•  Activity 5.10. Project auditing  



Project team members - representatives of BirdLife 
International, AOS and local community near 

Turianchay SNR 



Publication on BirdLife International website 



Control tourist visit in the end of project with 
representatives of BirdLife International 



Goitered Gazelle in Shirvan NP 



Cave of partisans near Turianchay 
SNR 



Touristic trail in Zagatla mountains near 
Zagatala SNR 



Lessons learned and proposals for 
improvement 

•  1. Cooperation with government officials is very difficult 
and in majority of case is impossible and it is variable 
depend from district. 

•  2. Cooperation with local community is successful if you 
can provide interest of people. They will support you of 
they will see some profits for themselves too.  

•  3. Results of project working from 2007 up to our days, 
touristic trails is working, majority of posters still on the 
same place and visible, tourist guides can provide their 
service. 

•  4. Participation in project influenced on people and some 
from them really made carrier after participation in 
trainings for tourism and birdwatching and receiving 
necessary equipment and literature (fieldguides and 
dictionary for tourist guides). 



What we can do for improving of 
situation? 

Involving of government in cooperation with 
EU, changes of atmosphere inside country (we 
have lack of financing throughout new 
legislation (from 2014) in Azerbaijan directed 
against NGOs (no real possibility to receive 
grant by NGO from abroad and no sufficient 
grant field inside country), improvement 
(enhancement)  of relation of Government to 
NGOs will support more effective cooperation 
between them. 


