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AOS was established in March 2,
1986

Purpose of creation: to promote
distribution of knowledge about
birds, their roles in ecosystems
and to coordinate activity people
whose love and study birds.
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Vission - to promote protection and sustainable

existence of birds in ecosystems, increase of interest and
improvement of the relation to birds in a society.

Designaited partner of BirdLife International.
Member of IUCN.
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he basic purposes: to
promote protection,
study and increase of
number of birds by
increase ecological
education of the
population; distribution
of knowledge about birds
and their role in
ecosystems and in life of
...  the people; developing
ecotourism etc.




Project: Career development for Azeri people on nature based tourism at
protected areas
Azerbaijan Ornithological Society
Partner: BirdLife International

« Activity 1. Identify potential tourist guides.

« Activity 1.2. Preparation of training kits for tourist

guides

« Activity 1.3. Regular provision of training courses for
tourist guides on biodiversity, guiding and other

natural and historical values of the areas

« Activity 1.4. Provide English language trainining
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Activity 2.1 Initiative launched at meeting in Baku
with participation of major stakeholders. 21
November 2006.

Activity 2.2 Visits to all sites and establishment of

local Working Groups
Activity 2.3 Interim meeting of national experts
Activity 2.4 Consultation with local population

Activity 2.5 Tourist plan presented to Advisory

boards

Activity 2.6 Launch of local Tourist plan



Around Zagatala State Rescerve.
ited in north Azerbaijan, on the
1er slopes of the greater Caucasus. the
t 28,000 ha of mountain forests and
ie meadows, range from 600 m to 3500
[ hosts the three Caucasian endemic |
specics, large ungulates and !
tacular landscapes. This area is a
tional national tourist destination, but !
wure related activities arc offered.

h Career development for
Azeri people on nature based
tourism at protected areas.
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* Activity 3.1 Trails and itineraries

marked and furnished

» Activity 3.2 Tourists guides provided

with equipment

* Activity 3.3 Inauguration of the

structures (partly)
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* Activity 4.1 Production and dissemination of printed
material promoting the sites and providing

information on trails and available structures

« Activity 4.2 Multilanguage website established and
updated regularly to disseminate the information

produced and results

« Activity 4.3 Nature tourism on Azerbaijan launched

at trade fairs (UK, August 2007)



Leaflet for tourists on Turianchay SNR
(English version)
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Other points of interest in the ares are:
The Goychay History-Ethnography  Muscum,
located on H. Aliyey Avenue, has well prepared
exhibits and much information on the mteresting
history and pre-history of the region and the country.

The Caves of the Kachakiar where the refuge of
partisans fighting against Soviets in the carly 20

century.

Gabala is famous for its hazel and chestout trees. 4
mﬁmw&m for public
i

Every October the town of Goychay holds o
Pomegranate  Festival,  where  locals  hold
competitions for the best recipes, and the biggest and
most beautiful fraits arc displayed.
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Turyanchay State Nature
Reserve

s Hierauetus
ws. Black stork
Kesirel  Falco

¥ ~ Main road

Photo: E.H.Sultanov, M.Horvath, Internet BirdLife
Design: G.N. Jabrayilli RTSORVI




Intformation
— AZERBAIJAN

i ~ el el I

about projed
JULEmA A A A AR e T
posted on —._ SOCIETY

website of ﬁ?ﬂg% > Hom & page
AOS =

BIRDWATCHING

-
N
—, -l )

am Wath hq bielzs hr thelriatr@l Ivhag space ke s Banhqgratere aed bok g arer thete . eskles It
ghes yatare bwers a charce todbcover 18w bIkl specks. Ewe ore who bues satare and
membersof 0S5 gzpeclaly it hegrlpatotrwhged Wkeads andwho k vk gsted I thi car wath bikls. Eve ryoxe
- who takes parth bikl watihggces © expeditions orgarkEhg spechally Btk shaes obse vation
stiore of 0S5 Wi others.
sults of activities
Ecotourism |
tchimg
ted areas
ations —
Rare birds
IBAS |
Main problems |
Bird's world |
Membership

“HErdwathing"E ar gkl word. The Nisth Enatmal Biiwatihg Day was opjar B2d hh 195G
ad tie mostmah goalof twas kan hg biEls h telnattralbbopes ad hereas g ar hterestto
At e by ik way. Ce kbratbr oTH E date was otk pdby BliLie htenatoral. The mostmah
goak ofthk eve stk tod@w more peopk asdtoacgiakttiem wkimore brd specks. The B are
more hay 100.000DIdd specks I the workl. Cer@ly, itk more heresthg© wath birk h aatare
thar © kan tem T books. It esed © e orgarzed blrdwatchvg orce Iy two yveae. Later thas
beer oElaEhq the actions everyvear There we B more thay 750.000 paticpart allaver the
workitak g part hh the action n 2001.The actioy was canmyhg ottty A0S b Azbalar kstwo
years.

Al hBmator colkcked hh expeditions hdrgrrtconttes k phoed a8 ar acconton the welste
oTBIrdL e Iveryationr al Gpiwww DIKIE oK) . A5 experkrced onthokg kts 35 bIK byvers car ¢ t
valabk adimpotast homatios iom B E welsle.

- Hature ot & 2srbal an
- Is Iteasy D learn birads 7
=  ntere sting photos




AOS on Enalish Bird Fair in Auaust 2007
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Activity 5.1 Qualified project team established
Activity 5.2 Preparatory visits undertaken
Activity 5.3 Inception report submitted to the EC

Activity 5.4 Site Advisory Boards established, meets
regularly

IBPP opening and closing conferences attended

Activity 5.5. IBPP opening and closing conferences
attended

Activity 5.6 Closing ceremony
Activity 5.7 Project reports prepared on time

Activity 5.8 BirdLife continuously supports AOS and
visits Azerbaijan regularly to monitor and support
the project

Activity 5.9 Evaluating the impact of project on
tourists



tional, AOS and local cbmmunlty near
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Publication on BirdLife International website

http://www.birdlife.org/news/news/2006/12/ecotourism_in_azerbaijan.. |

Azerbaijan ecotourism success
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In an unprecedented move, the government of Azerbaijan
has recently included 52 Important Bird Areas across the
country into its official national tourism action plan for the
coming 9 years, ensuring the protection of the areas and
even the provision of infrastructure for birdwatching tours.
This marks the first time Important Bird Areas (IBAs), as
developed by BirdLife International, have been officially
recognised in a national tourism plan.

The move complements the work of local BirdLife partner,
the Azerbaijan Ornithological Society (AOS), who, with
funding from the European Union Institutional Building
Partnerships Programme, has been running a nature-based
tourism educational campaign since the start of 2006

With the support of local and national authorities and
stakeholders, AOS has been working on a project called
“Career Development for Azeri people on nature tourism at
protected areas”, which has been raising awareness and
providing training and support in eco-based tourism to local
people around three protected regions of the country - the
Turianchay State Reserve, Zagatala State Reserve and
Shirvan National Park.

“Ina
country
with
enormous
natural
beauty
and an
incredible
wealth of

A unique way to visit Azerbaijan's
natural wonders
Zoom In

biodiversity, especially birds, it is
important to educate the local people







Goitered Gazelle in Shirvan NP
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Lessons learned and proposals for

improvement

1. Cooperation with government officials is very difficult
and in majority of case is impossible and it is variable
depend from district.

2. Cooperation with local community is successful if you
can provide interest of people. They will support you of
they will see some profits for themselves too.

3. Results of project working from 2007 up to our days,
touristic trails is working, majority of posters still on the
same place and visible, tourist guides can provide their
service.

4. Participation in project influenced on people and some
from them really made carrier after participation in
trainings for tourism and birdwatching and receiving
necessary equipment and literature (fieldguides and
dictionary for tourist guides).



What we can do for improving of
situation?

Involving of government in cooperation with
EU, changes of atmosphere inside country (we
have lack of financing throughout new
legislation (from 2014) in Azerbaijan directed
against NGOs (no real possibility to receive
grant by NGO from abroad and no sufficient
grant field inside country), improvement
(enhancement) of relation of Government to
NGOs will support more effective cooperation
between them.



